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TABLE * 2* i "INTERIM ;KBTAIL PRICE" INDEX "'""'""'"; 

FOR SIX CAPITAL"CITIES,' SEPARATELY AND COMB DIED 

(Base of Index for Bach City and for Six Capital Citiesi 
Year 1952-53 <=• 100) (a) 

Period Sydney .Melbourne. Brisbane • Adel aide Perth Hobart Six Capital 
Cities (b) 

Year ended June -
1951 74.6 . 75,2 76.4, • 74-7 .74.5 73.1 74.9 
1952 91.7 ' 91.0 92.7 90.9 90.7 89,9 91.4 
1953 100.0 100.0 . 100.0. -.100. 0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
1954 102.2 102.4 103.0 102.0 103.9 10 6.6 102.5 

Quarter -
1952 September 98.6 98.6 99.3 99.7 98.8 97. 2 98.8 

December 99.4 99.2 99.. 4 99.0 99.-3 97.8 994 3 
1953 March 100.5 100.3 100. 2 100.1 100.4 101.8 100.4 

June 101.5 101.8 101.1 101.2 101.6 103.2 101.6 
September 102.2 102.6 102.0 102.1 102.7 IO6.9 102.4 
December 101.8 1,02. 2 103.1 101.7 102.2 107.4 102.2 

1954 March 102.6 102.4 '103.8 102.0 103.3 106.7 '•• 102.7 
June 102.2 102.3 103.3 102.0 107.6 105.3 102.7 
September 

/ „ i c„_ j.-
102.2 101.8 102.8 102.5 109.0 105.1 102.7 

6« The above indexes measure price movements for each city individually and 
the difference in degree of price movement in respective cit ies over the periods 
shown But they do not provide a comparison of absolute retail prioe levels" in any 
city with the retai l price levels of any other city. 

7* The foliov/ing table shows for each of the past four fiscal, years and 
for each of the nine quarters September,_ 1952 to September, 1954 the Interim Index 
for the Six Capital Cities combined .̂ with, the year 1952-53 as base „ 100, in 
comparison with the "C" Series Index yecomputad to the same basei-

TABLE 3 1 COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS (Base > Year 1952-53 - 100)(a) 

Six Capital' Cities 
(Weighted Average) 

Year ended June _ 
1?51 
1952 
1953 
1954 

Quarter 
1952 September 

December 
1953 Maroh 

June 
September 
December 

1954 Maroh 
June 
September 

(a) Figures appearing after tb . . - - --- decimal point in the tables herein possess l i t t l e 
significance for general statistical purposes. They are inserted merely to avoid 
the minor distortions toat^would occur in rounding o f f the figures to. the nearest., 
whole number. 
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INTERIM RETAIL PBIOE INDEX 

DECEMBER QUARTER, 1954 
1. This summary contains the Interio Retail Price Index for the six State oapital 
cit ies for December quarter, 1954, in comparison with earl ier periods. 

2. The index was described in S.S. .265 of 24th March, 1954. I"1 h.as been 
oompiled for the years 1950-51 to 1953-54 and for each quarter from September, 1952. 
The l i s t of items covered by the index is representative of a high proportion of • 
expenditure of wage earner households. The T/oighting pattern and the l i s t of 
oomponent items in the Interim Index relate to conditions now current. These of the 
»C" Series Retail Prioe Index relate to the pre-war pattern of wage earner expenditure 
and oonounption. 

3. The l i s t cf items in the Interim Index i3 more oomprehensive than that of 
the "C" Series Index and some of the principal food weights and group weights di f fer 
substantially from those used in the "C" Series Index. 

4. Group and aggregate Interim Retail Prioe Index Numbers are shown belowi -

TABLE I t INTERIM RBTAIL PRIOE INDEX. - GROUP INDEXES 
Weighted Average of Six Oapital Cities 

(Base g Year 1952—53 » 100)(a) ' 

Period Food Clothing & 
• Drapery Rent Other 

Items 
Total 

All Groups 

Year ended June — 

1951 67.9 • 78.1 90.3 76.3 74.9 

1952 89.4 93.8 92.6 9.I.3 91.4 

1953 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 "00.0 

1954 103.7 101.6 105.0 100.9 102.5 
Quarter -
1952 September 99.8 98.0 97.0 98.7 98.8 

December 98.5 . 99.6 99.0 100.0 99.3 

1953 Maroh 100.0 100.4 101.4 100.6 100.4 

Juno 1Q1.7. 102.0 102.6 100.7 101.6 

.September 103.51,, 101.-5 103.3 101.0 102.4 
iDeoenber 103.4 101.6 103.9 100.5 102.2 

1954 Maroh 104.0 101.8 I04.9 101.2 102.7 
June. ^ 103.7 101,5 107.7 100.9 102,7 
September 103.0 101.6 108.9 101.2 102.7 
Daoember 103.7 102.3 109.3 101.2 103.2 

(a) Figures appearing aftor thd dooimal point in the tables heroin possess l i t t l e 
significance for genural statistical purposes* Ihay are inserted to avoid tho minor 
distortions that would 00cur in rounding o f f the f'iguroa to the nearest whole number. 

5. The next table shows aggregate Interim Retail Prioe Index Numbers for eaoh 
of the six 6tat« oapital c i t ies individually in comparison. vri.th the weighted average 
index for the six State oapitals cor.binodi-



TABLE 2, i INTERIM.RETAIL PRICE "DTliEX 

FOR SIX CAPITAL CITIES." SEPARATELY AND COMBINED 

(Bass of Index for Eaoh City and for Six Capital Citiesi ' 
Year 1952-53 « 100) (a) 

Period Jydney Melbourne.'. Brisbane Adelaide Perth Hobart Six Capital 
Cities (b) 

Year ended Juno ~ 
1951 74.6 75.2 76.4 74.7 74.5 73.1 . 74.9 
1952 91.7 91.0- 92.7 90.9 90.7 89.9 91.4 
1953 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 . 
1954 102.2 102.4 103.0 1Q2.0 103.9 106..6 102.5 

Qut.rt3r -
1J3' Soptember 98.6 99.3 9 9.7 98.8 98. a -

December 99-4 . 99.2 99.4 99.3 97.8 99*3 
1953 March 100.5 100.3 100.2 100.1 100.4 101.8 100.4 

June 101.5 101.8 101.1 101.2 101.6 103.2 101.6 
September 102.2 102.6 102.0 102.x 102.7 106.9 102.4 
December 101.8 102.2 103,1 101.7 102.2 107.4 102.2 

1954 March 102-j 6 102.4 103.8 102,0 103.3 106.7 102.7 
June 102.2 102.3 103.3 102.0 107.6 105.3 102.7 
September 102.2 101.8 102.8 102.5 109.0 105.1 102,7 
T ôoonber 102.9 102.2 IO3.6 102.8 108.7 104.9 103.2 

[p.j Figures""appearing after the decimal point in the tables herein possess l i t t l o 
general statistical purposes. They are inserted to avoid the ninor 

irnj t_iat would oocui in rounding o f f the figuros to the nearest t»holo nunhor, 
cV„;-d average. . 

- it • ir 
C' ) * 
6. The above indexes measure price movements for eaGh oity individually and 
the difference in degree of prioe movement in respootive oit ies over the periods 
shown. But, they do not provide a comparison of ablolute retail prioe levels in any 
oity vath the retail price levels of any other oity, 

The following table shows, for eaoh of the past four f iscal years and for 
oach of tho ten quarters September, 1952 to December, 1954 the Interim Index for the 
Six Capital Jities combined, vrith the year 1952-53 as base 
the "C" Series Index recomputed to the same bass» 

100, in comparison with 

TABLE 3 1 COMPARATIVE MOVEMENTS (Base, i .Year 1952-53 » 100) (a) 

Period 
Six Capital Cities 
(Weighted Average) 

"C" Series Index Interim Index 
Year ended June — 

1951 
1952 
1953 

_. 1?54 

74. a 
91.7 

100.0 
102.8. 

74.9 -
91.4 

100.0 
102.5 

1952 re^tenber 
T-eoor.bor 

1953 lluroh 
June 
September ' 
Dooenbfjr 

j. J Jh uldPuU 
Jure 
September 
December 

' 99. • 

101.4 
102.7 
102.9 
102.9 
102.8 
102.6 
103.2 

Jj 
102.4 
102.2 
1Q2.7 
102,7 
102.7 
103.2 

(a) See note to Table 2 above. 
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INTERIM RETAIL PRICE INDEX 

MARCH QUARTER, 1955. 

1. This summary contains the Interim. Retai l Price Index for the six 
State capital c i t i es for March quarter3 1955? in comparison with earlier periods. 

2. ' The index was described in. S.S. 265 24th March, 1954. I t has 
been compiled for the years 1950-51 to 1953-54 and fo r each quarter from 
September quarter, 1952« The l i s t of items covered by the index is representative 
of a, high proportion of expenditure of wage earner households. • The weighting 
pattern and the l i s t of component items in the Interim Index relate to conditions 
now current. Those of the "C" Series Retail Price Index relate to the pre-war 
pattern of wage earner expenditure and consumption, 

3. tfhe l i s t of items in the Interim Index i s more comprehensive than 
that of the 'M" Series Index and some of the principal food weights and group 
weights d i f f e r substantially from those used in the "0" Series Index, 

4. Group and aggregate Interim Retai l Price Index Numbers are shown 
belows-

TABLE 1 i INTERIM' RETAIL PRICE INDEX - GROUP INDEXES 

Weighted. Average of Six Oapital Cities 
(.Base s Year 1952-53 = 100)(a) 

Period Food Clothing & 
Drapery 

Rent Other 
Items 

Total 
All Groups 

Year ended June -

1951 67.9 78.1 90,3 7^.3 74.9 
1952 89.4 93.8 92,6 91.3 91.4 
1953 1Q0.0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100.0 

1954 1 0 3 . 7 101.6 105.0 100.9 102.5 
Quarter -
19$2 September 9 9 . 8 98.0 97.0 98,7 98.8 

December 9 8 . 5 99.6 99.0 100.0 99,3 
1953 March 1 0 0 . 0 • 100.4 1 0 1 »4 100.6 100.4 

June 1 0 1 . 7 102.0 102.6 100.7 101.6 
September' 1 0 3 .9 101.5 103.3 101.0 1 0 2 ,4 ' 

December 1 0 3 . 4 101,6 103.9 100,5 102.2 
1954 Haroh 1 0 4 . 0 1 0 1 . 8 104.9 101.2 102.7 

June 103 .7 1 0 1 . 5 - 107.7 100.9 102.7 

September 1 0 3 , 0 101.6 108.9 101.2 102.7 
December 1 0 3 . 7 IO2.3 109.3 101,2 103.2 

1955 Harch 1 0 5 , 3 102.3 IO9.7 101,2 103.8 

(f\) Figures appearing: a f t e r the; decimal point: in the -tables heroin, possess l i t t l e 
significance fo r general s t a t i s t i ca l purposes. They are Inserted, to avoid the 
minor distortions that would occur in rounding o f f the figures to the nearest 
whole number. 

5. The next table shows aggregate. Interim Retail Price Index Numbers 
for eaoh of the s ix State, capital c i t i es individually irt comparison with the 
weighted average ind^x f o r the s ix State capitals'- combinedt-
830, 


